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1956. Argentina has just lost its charismatic president JuÃ¡n PerÃ³n in a military coup, and terror

reigns across the land. June 1956: eighteen people are reported dead in a failed Peronist uprising.

December 1956: sometime journalist, crime fiction writer, studiedly unpoliticized chess aficionado

Rodolfo Walsh learns by chance that one of the executed civilians from a separate, secret execution

in June, is alive. He hears that there may be more than one survivor and believes this unbelievable

story on the spot. And right there, the monumental classicÂ Operation MassacreÂ is born.Walsh

made it his mission to find not only the survivors but widows, orphans, political refugees, fugitives,

alleged informers, and anonymous heroes, in order to determine what happened that night, sending

him on a journey that took over the rest of his life.Originally published in 1957,Â Operation

MassacreÂ thoroughly and breathlessly recounts the night of the execution and its fallout.
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Starred Review. This captivating and clear-eyed book, a true crime narrative first published in

Spanish in 1957 and fluently translated here by Gitlin, is Argentinian political journalist Walsh's

account of the execution, on June 9, 1956, of five men suspected of participating in a failed coup

against the military government designed to return PÃ©ron to power. Walsh opens with his

experience that night, when he came home to find government forces using his house as a point of

defense against PÃ©ron supporters. In December 1956, a rumor that one of the men believed to be

executed might be alive inspires Walsh's year-long investigation, which turns up survivors of the



secret executions, the circumstances that led to the illegal executions, and the failures of the justice

system. Walsh provides a moment-by-moment account and reveals as much as he can about the

survivors and those who were executed. The reason for such precision becomes clear as events

unfold. In addition to the introduction by Michael Greenberg and afterword by Ricardo Piglia, the

book's helpful appendices include prologues and epilogues from previous editions, as well as the

Open Letter from a Writer to the Military Junta, which Walsh delivered to local and foreign press

correspondents on March 24, 1977, a day before he was kidnapped, never to be seen again. (Sept.)

"A mesmerizing, prophetic tour de force of investigative journalism exposing the pervasive

thuggishness of the Argentine military elite.Â A chilling, lucid work, beautifully translated by Gitlin,

which serves as a great example of journalistic integrity."â€”Kirkus Reviews"This captivating and

clear-eyed book, a true crime narrative first published in Spanish in 1957 and fluently translated

here by Gitlin [...] provides a moment-by-moment account and [Walsh] reveals as much as he can

about the survivors and those who were executed.â€•â€”Publishers Weekly, Starred

Review"â€œRarely has the ideal of a writer speaking truth to power been more aptly embodied than

in Argentine journalist Rodolfo Walsh.â€•â€”Financial Times"...brave, committed, dangerous

journalism with more than a hint of polemic. It is also frighteningly human.â€•â€”The Times of

London"The book is a document of the effort to which a writer will go simply to hear a personâ€™s

story; to question the details; to construct a narrative that both allows for the inconsistencies of

individual eyewitnesses and yet is not undone by them [â€¦] Daniella Gitlinâ€™s translation is clean,

attentive to the subtleties of Walshâ€™s prose, and her introduction and notes are very good

indeedâ€¦ In this moment of anxiety over the flow of information, confusion over the responsibilities

of writers and journalists, the publication of this volume is well timed.â€•â€”Los Angeles Review of

Books"Itâ€™d be too cheap to call this required reading for its relevance to contemporary issues of

government dishonesty and violent military suppression of opposition. Itâ€™s more than that: itâ€™s

the introduction to our literature and history of a writer of almost inconceivable courage, suppressed

only by death, and of the terrible events of a night that must not be forgotten.â€•â€”Bomb Magazine,

Editor's Choice"It is a powerful assertion of the force of testimonial writing relayed by a literary

master. Read it and weep. More importantly, to understand how terrorism functions in the hands of

the powerful, as an instrument of indiscriminate State manipulation, even massacre, perpetually

dictated by the supposedly paramount demands of â€˜national security.â€™â€•â€”The Independent

(UK)"Finally, this classic of Latin American literatureÂ is available in English! Walsh not only

exposes a terrible crime with precise and haunting prose, but establishes, many years before



Capote and Mailer,Â Â a whole new genreÂ of personal investigativeÂ Â journalism that transcends

its immediate circumstances."â€”Ariel Dorfman"A great publishing event. That Operation Massacre

had not been translated into English before this was shameful; that it is available to English-readers

now is a marvelous thing."â€”Alma Guillermoprieto, author ofÂ Looking for History: Dispatches from

Latin America"Rodolfo Walsh's dramatic investigation of extra-judicial murders in 1950s Argentina

was an act of great journalistic courage. Told in cinematic prose skillfully rendered into English by

Daniella Gitlin, Operation Massacre is a testament to Walsh's tenacity in his personal search for

truth and justice."â€”Michael Scammell"Rodolfo Walshâ€™s work perfectly synthesized the most

hard-hitting journalism with literature of the highest caliber. His example of adeptness and dignity in

literary reportage lives on beyond his death at the hands of a military dictatorship."â€”Eduardo

Galeano, author ofÂ Memory of Fire, Mirrors, and Children of the Days"All of [Walsh's] work

demonstrates...his commitment to reality, his almost implausible analytical talent, his personal

bravery, and his political ferocity."â€”Gabriel GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez

Perfect Thank you.

The author took what should have been very interesting material and made it boring, like plowing

through the minutes of a long board meeting. It was if he was more interested in making sure he

made everything "fit" to prove his case, but totally ignored the human element by not telling us more

about the personal, family dramas involved. More color, more personality, please, and less time with

documentation.

Initially the book gathered my attention and I was riveted as the author took me to the killing

grounds and explained the process of the executions. However, from that point on the book slowly

languished and by the end I was feeling a little massacred myself.
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